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CONFIDENTIAL ROME 0524 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINT, IT 

SUB J : PRESIDENT LEONE ASKS MORO TO ATTEMPT TO FORM NEW GOVERN- 
MENT 

REF: ROME 0450 

1 . PRESIDENT LEONE YESTERDAY EVENING GAVE PREMIER MORO A 

BROAD MANDATE TO SEEK TO FORM A "NEW GOVERNMENT." MORO ACCEPTED 
WITH USUAL "RESERVE" AND WILL BEGIN TWO DAYS OF CONSULTATIONS 
STARTING THIS MORNING. HE IS SCHEDULED TO REPORT RESULTS OF HIS 
TALKS TO DC DIRECTORATE AND PARLIAMENTARY GROUPS THE AFTERNOON 
OF JANUARY 15. 

2. IN STATEMENT FOLLOWING ACCEPTANCE OF PRESIDENTIAL MANDATE, 
MORO NOTED THAT PRESENT SITUATION DOES NOT PERMIT HIM TO 
SPECIFY GOVERNMENT FORMULA TO BE SOUGHT. RATHER, HE SAID, 

HE WILL SEEK TO FORM A "DEMOCRATIC COALITION IN HARMONY WITH 
THE REQUIREMENTS OF THE TIMES." MORO THEN MADE CONCILLIATORY 
GESTURE TOWARD SOCIALISTS BY RECOGNIZING "KEY" ROLE OF PSI 
AND ITS "NOTABLE POSSIBILITIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES." 
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3. MORO STATED HIS INTENTION TO "MAINTAIN THE DISTINCTION 
BETWEEN THE MAJORITY AND THE (PCI) OPPOSITION." HOWEVER, 

HE ADDED THAT ONE CAN SPEAK OF "AN HONEST AND USEFUL DIALOUGUE 
(CONFRONTO) ON THINGS TO BE DONE.” 

4. COMMENT: BROAD SCOPE OF MORO'S MANDATES FROM PRESIDENT 
LEONE AND HIS OWN PARTY GIVE HIM MAXIMUM FLEXIBILITY IN HIS 
NEGOTIATIONS, BUT WILL MAKE DIFFICULT FURTHER ATTEMPTS TO 
REACH AN ACCORD WITH THE PSI SHOULD HE FAIL. WHILE PRESIDENTIAL 
MANDATE DOES NOT SPECIFICALLY EXCLUDE ANY POLITICAL PARTY AS 
POSSIBLE PARTICIPANT IN NEW GOVERNMENT, JANUARY 9 DC DIRECTO- 
RATE CALLED FOR COLLABORATION WITH THE THREE OTHER PARTIES 
MAKING UP PREVIOUS GOVERNING MAJORITY (REFTEL).VOLPE 
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